1. Introduction
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Crawling, scraping, visualising Australian political blogs: II’
o Based on growing list of blog feeds /
I
o Custom-built content scraper
o Distinction between post content and other material
Timeframe:
o November 2007 to January 2008 — ~250 feeds
(for Australian federal election on 24 November 2007)
° Second stage ongoing since January 2008

2. Method

o Identify blogs, subscribe to RSS feeds

o Follow RSS feeds, identify new posts

o Scrape entire blog page ,"

o Isolate salient content — blog post only (plus comments?) )

o Extract post text and links ,/'

® Map topics and link networks /,’

Advantages over previous approached: Pt ’

e  Betterdata quality: ~ __--- - P o
excluding blog headers / footers / sidebars / ads / blogrolls/'

° More than links: == """ -
capturing content for automatic and manual analysis

° Not retrospective:
tracking and capturing activity as it happens

® Diachronic, diatopic:

3. Results \

4. Conclusions
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clear distinctions in topical focus of specific blogs \
moderate clustering tendencies
links from mainstream online media very rare

\
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mainstream media blogger-columnists in a separate category '.
|
left-leaning blogs more active than right-leaning blogs !
|
]
\

weekly and seasonal activity variations

activity triggered in part by external events |

\
\

successful proof of concept for our tools

further tweaking of data outputs required

able to provide weekly/monthly pointer to ‘hot’ topics/sites
need to operate for 6-12 months to establish baseline data
can be expanded to tracking activity in other user-led content
creation spaces (Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, ...)
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.» Data quality:

Only relevant, salient content is selected by the scraper.

Towards a Better Methodology for Mapping and Measuring Blog

Interaction
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Fosted by Snurk on 14 May 2008
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The dizcu=z=ion about the influence of Australian political bloggers on wider political procezzesz which was

kicked off by Jazon’z recent postzs on Tim Blairz move to the Daily Telegraph and Chriztian Kerr's summary

dizmiz=zal of Ozblogiztan’s peltical combattantz in The Avstralian has prompted me to finaly post up =ome more
information about the rezearch we're currenthy engaged in at QUT, in collaboration with cur excellent colleagues
at the Univerzity St. Gallen in Switzerland. fm alzo attaching a detailed dizcu=z=ion paper which documentz our
methodological model in 2ome more detail - we'd love to get further feedback on thiz, from fellow rezearchers

and intere=sted bloggers alike. (For a more condenzed verzion of thiz material, pleaze 2ee cur paper for the ISEA

2008 conference in Singapore.)

The main problem with tracking wi

agree what metrice may be approp
zphere (what do we mean by “infiL

model of what those metrice ma¥
potentially large population of zitez?

n the one hand, we've vet to
nfluence on the wider political

(Salient Content) 3 with an appropriate working

e, teztable fazhion across a

A first =tep towards =olving theze problemz lies in the uze of automated toolz, and a= 've menticned here and

elzewhere before, | did 2ome work during 2007 in exploring network crawlers as a way of tracing patterns of
interlinkage and clusters of interconnection in the Australian blogosphere. Fll be the first to point out that this
approach haz limitations (indeed, | did =0 in my article in First Mondsy lazt May), but the resuliz were
nonetheless inztructive - my crawlz on a number of then-current izzues =howed a relatively =table structure in
the Australian political blogosphere that had a number of pretty clearly defined hubs (and leading sitez within
the=ze hubz), and | would ztill argue that these hubs are formed largehy on the baziz of ghared ideology. While this
necessarily cutz =hort a more detailed story, Id argue that these hubs can be 2een as broadly left-of-centre and

right-of-centre. More recent information about Larvatus Prodeo’s position in the Australian blogosphere certainby

zeemsz to 2upport general cb=ervations from that rezearch.

More than links:

MAPPING THE AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL BLOGOSPHERE

Dr Axel Bruns, Creative Industries Faculty, Queensland University of Technology

Automated and manual analysis of textual content — e.g. using Leximancer:
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*» Diachronic comparisons:

Addreg Morton

parties and leaders

Analysis of activity per timeframe — e.g. weeks before and after 2007 election:
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